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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PDIP GV FR 

SUBJECT: FRENCH AMBASSADOR TO CONAKRY 
REF: A) CONAKRY 1097 (NOTAL) B) CONAKRY 1494 

1. ITALIAN CHARGE CONAKRY (STILL REPRESENTING FRENCH INTERESTS) 
INFORMED DCM IN CONFIDENCE THAT HE HAD SUBMITTED NOTE OCT 21 
REQUESTING GOG AGREMENT FOR APPOINTMENT OF ANDRE LEVIN AS FIRST 
FRENCH AMBASSADOR TO CONAKRY SINCE MID-60 S. ITALIANS HAVE HEARD 
INFORMALLY THAT GOG PLEASED WITH NOMINATION, AND THAT AGREMENT 
SHOULD BE FORTHCOMING VERY SOON. 

2. LEVIN IS EXCELLENT AND LOGICAL CHOICE FROM FRENCH VIEWPOINT 
(REFTEL A). HE IS ASTUTE DIPLOMAT AND WILL HAVE EASY ENTREE 
THROUGHOUT GOG HIERARCHY FROM PRESIDENT DOWN. HE KNOWS GUINEA 
AND GUINEAN OFFICIALS WELL, FOLLOWING HIS NUMEROUS VISITS HERE 
OVER TWO-YEAR PERIOD TO NEGOTIATE RELEASE OF FRENCH AND GERMAN 
PRISONERS AND PAVE WAY FOR REESTABLISHMENT RELATIONS WITH FRANCE 
AND FRG. 
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3. ITALIANS INFORMED US ALSO THAT FRENCH MINISTERIAL DELEGATION 
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STILL SCHEDULED ARRIVE CONAKRY FOR NOV 22 FESTIVITIES. FRG MAY 
SEND SIMILAR DELEGATION. 

4. ITALIANS HAVE NO FURTHER INFORMATION ON REOPENING FRG 
EMBASSY. DESPITE PRIMIN BEAVOGUI'S CONFIDENCE THAT BONN HAD 
AGREED TO ACCREDIT RESIDENT AMBASSADOR RATHER THAN SENDING 
CHARGE (REFTEL B), ITALIANS BELIEVE THAT STALEMATE STILL EXISTS 
ON THIS POINT. 

HARROP 
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